
Joliet Area  
Association for the Education of Young Children 

 
 

 
 
 

15th Annual 
 

“Limit Is the Sky!” 
Child Care Mini-Conference 

 

Saturday, March 12, 2011 
Joliet Junior College 

  



15th Annual  
“Limit Is the Sky”  

Conference Schedule 
 

 

7:30-8:30A Registration &  

Continental Breakfast 

Visit our Sponsors & Exhibitors! 
 

8:30-9:00A Meet in Theatre, Welcome, Special 

Announcements 
 

9:00-10:00A Morning Keynote: Mary Jo Huff 
 

10:00A-12:50P Breakout Sessions 
 

10:30A-1:00P Lunch available in the Cafeteria 
Hot Topic discussions over lunch  

Visit our Sponsors & Exhibitors! 
 

1:00-2:00P Afternoon Keynote: Jim Gill 
 

2:00-3:00P Featured Breakout Session  

with Jim Gill 
 

3:00P Thank You’s, Evaluations &  

Winning Door Prizes 
 

  



Joliet Area AEYC thanks all presenters & moderators 
who share their invaluable knowledge and expertise at our 
“Limit Is the Sky!” Conference. 
 

Barbara Biles 
Beverly Cavanaugh 
Carol Dellahousaye 

Janet Edgar-Swanson 
Amy Emerson 

Jim Gill 
 

Darlene Huston 
Susan Jensen 

Mary Jo Huff 
Don Sinnott 

Melissa Szymczak 
Sherry Ann Wolfer 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  



Morning Keynote 
 

“Storytellin': An Ageless, Timeless Adventure”  

with Mary Jo Huff 
 

Mary Jo will discuss and demonstrate simple ways to play with language, 

use imagination, and create wonderful places for children to share and 

learn through the power of story play.  She will demonstrate storytelling 

as a means of teaching basic skills, language development, motivation, 

social awareness, cultural awareness and diversity and environmental 

concerns.  Books, stories, songs, finger plays, poems and fun will be 

interwoven throughout the presentation.  Language development ideas 

for increasing parental understanding and developmentally appropriate 

story play will be introduced.  Mary Jo will also show how many of her 

ideas can be conveyed through the use of puppets.  She feels puppets 

enrich learning, promote student interest and facilitate problem solving. 

 This is an interactive workshop; come prepared to have fun and to learn. 

 

 

 

Afternoon Keynote 
 

“Inspiring Music Play for the Classroom” with Jim Gill 
 

Teachers, care providers and children all find Jim Gill’s music 

play inspiring.  In this energizing session, Jim will share 

examples of his work –both books and songs- that you can bring 

back to the classroom.  Most importantly, Jim will discuss how 

his unique creations in music play inspire young children not 

only to move, but to regulate their movements…..not only to 

sing, but to make connections between the words they sing and 

the printed word. 

 

 

  



Featured Breakout Sessions 
 

“Early Literacy Begins with Rhythm, Rhyme, and Storytime!” 

  with Mary Jo Huff 

Snap, Clap, Wiggle and Giggle to the power of language.  Light a fire in the 

imagination of children using simple, easy-to-do activities.  Literacy and 

language become a daily activity when you find the resources you need.  

Connect standards as you jazz up your curriculum.  You will capture ways 

to find a storytelling and literacy connection in every activity you present 

to the children.  Learn how to make books, introduce poems and finger 

plays and sing catchy never to forget songs.  Join the fun and experience 

activities that connect the classroom and the child’s family. 
 

 

“Music Play for ALL Young Children"  with Jim Gill 

In this workshop, Jim will share more of his creations in music play and 

discuss the implications for development. He will focus on music as a 

context for active play and participation, the type of music for which Jim is 

known best. Jim will discuss how a play-based program provides an 

inclusive environment for children with special needs and share thoughts 

based on his work with children of ALL ability levels. 

 

 
  

 



Breakout Sessions 
 

“A Leadership Challenge”  
Some staff are a joy to work with, but others pose a challenge.  This workshop focuses on strategies that can be used by child care 

directors to minimize problematic behaviors. 

Carol Dellahousaye, Early Childhood Consultant 

11:00AM-12:00PM “J” Building, 4th Floor    4042 CODE:   A 

 

“Problem Solving & Conflict Resolution”  
Based on the I Can Problem Solve model (©Myrna Shure), conflict resolution and problem solving activities and theories presented 

can be used across all classroom domains.  Using the ICPS model, teachers and children work with a common vocabulary of skills 

enabling them to deal with problems that confront them daily.  The goal is to create a thinking child who is confident and 

responsible.  “ICPS skills of perspective-taking, alternative solutions, and consequential thinking and their prerequisite skills can 

reduce and prevent early high-risk behaviors, promote pro-social ones and provide critical thinking and problem solving skills that 

lay the foundation for subsequent personal-social competence and academic achievement in school.” (PA Learning Standards).  The 

workshop will be interactive and discussions encouraged.  Handouts will be available. 

Susan Jensen, Gateways to Opportunity Registered Trainer, NAEYC 

10:00AM-12:00PM “J” Building, 4th Floor    4008 CODE:   A, C, F, S, P, SC 
 

“Creative Art” 
Process oriented art activities will be discussed, displayed, and available to create during this “hands-on” workshop.  This 

workshop focuses on process art rather than product art.  Easy and inexpensive art ideas for all types of classrooms and ages. 
Sherry Ann Wolfer, Early Childhood Consultant, Let's Dig In 

10:00-11:00AM “J” Building, 4th Floor    4012 CODE:   C, F, I, T, P, SC 
 

“Summertime Activities” 
Easy and inexpensive summertime ideas for all types of classrooms and ages.  Activities included for the sand box, art table, science 

table, outdoor, cooking, water table, circle time, and story time. 
2ÏÌÙÙàɯ ÕÕɯ6ÖÓÍÌÙȮɯ$ÈÙÓàɯ"ÏÐÓËÏÖÖËɯ"ÖÕÚÜÓÛÈÕÛȮɯ+ÌÛɀÚɯ#ÐÎɯ(Õ 

11:30AM-12:30PM “J” Building, 4th Floor    4012 CODE:   I, T, P, SC 

 

“Recycled Materials Create Imaginative Children & Teachers” 
Enjoy a bit of fun at this make and take as we create projects from recycled materials that will enhance your curriculum in all areas.  

Come prepared to share and learn new ways/ideas to use recycled materials from your home as well as from C&C Replay. 

Janet Edgar-Swanson, Gateways to Opportunity Registered Trainer 

10:00AM-12:00PM “J” Building, 4th Floor    4026 CODE:   C, F, T, P, SC 

 

Hot Topic Discussion: Incorporating Curriculum in Child Care  
Do I need a curriculum for my program?  Having trouble choosing the right curriculum?  Interested in updating, adjusting, or 

switching curriculums?  If you are asking these questions this hot topic discussion may be able to help! 

Moderator: Darlene Huston, Owner of American Butterflies Home Childcare, Type 04 Teacher, Kindermusic Instructor, & Homeschooler 

12:05-12:50PM “J” Building, Ground Floor    0006 CODE:   A, C, F 

 

Hot Topic Discussion: Illinois’ Budget Affects Child Care  
Why are parent co-pays doubling?  Does calling my representative really help?  Come to this discussion to find out how Illinois’ 

budget affects you and the families you serve. 

Moderator: Amy Emerson, Child Care Resource & Referral 

10:00-10:30AM 

12:05-12:50PM (repeat) 
“J” Building, 4th Floor    4043 CODE:   A, C, F, I, T, P, SC 

 

“Conscious Discipline 101” 
This workshop will introduce participants to the basic principles and skills of Dr. Becky Bailey's Conscious Discipline guidance 

approach.  Participants will learn the connection between the brain and behavior and how to discipline based on Love not Fear. 

Barbara Biles, Professor of Child Development, Joliet Junior College 

10:30-11:30AM “J” Building, 4th Floor    4004 CODE:   A, C, F, S, P, SC 

 

  



Breakout Sessions cont. 
 

“Seeing Through a Different Set of Eyes” 
This workshop will explore the Conscious Discipline skill of Positive Intent and how it can help create teachable moments especially 

for "difficult" children. 

Barbara Biles, Professor of Child Development, Joliet Junior College 

11:35AM-12:35PM “J” Building, 4th Floor    4004 CODE:   A, C, F, S, P, SC 

 

“Meeting the Emotional Needs of Infants & Toddlers” 
Our youngest learners require a secure relationship with a responsive caregiver. I n this interactive session, we will discuss the role 

of infant and toddler teachers in the development of emotional regulation, social skills and attachment.   We will also examine 

strategies to help us “de-stress” as teachers if we find ourselves emotionally exhausted. 

Melissa Szymczak, Adjunct Instructor, Joliet Junior College 

10:00-11:00AM “J” Building, 4th Floor    4041 CODE:   C, F, S, I 

 

Hot Topic Discussion: “Insurance and Childcare Operations.  A Short Course  

on Property and Liability Insurance for Childcare Businesses”  
At the end of the course the participant will know what property and liability insurance is, exposures childcare businesses face and 

the associated insurance coverage to protect the childcare business from financial loss. 

Moderator: Don Sinnott, Brian Feltes & Associates 

11:00AM-12:00PM “J” Building, 4th Floor    4043 CODE:   A, C, F, I, T, P, SC 

 

Hot Topic Discussion: Working with Families  
Early drop off?  Late pickup?  Inconsistency at home?  Not getting paid on time?  Legal issues?  Be prepared for a fast paced 

discussion on working with the parents and guardians of the children we care for. 

Moderator: Beverly Cavanaugh, Manager, Joliet Junior College Early Childhood Center 

12:05-12:50PM “J” Building, Ground Floor    0007 CODE:   A, C, F, I, T, P, SC 
 

CODE KEY: A = Administration; C = Centers; F = Family Child Care; S = Social Emotional;  
SP = Special Education; I = Infant/Toddler; T = Two-Year-Olds; P = Preschool; SC = School-Age 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Workshop codes are provided for attendees to make planning at the conference easy and efficient.  Codes highlight 
presentations targeted for certain audiences and is only a suggestion.  All attendees are welcome to view any keynote or breakout session at 
"Limit Is the Sky!".  Thank you. 
 

Disclaimer 
Joliet Area Association for the Education of Young Children assumes NO responsibility for any opinions or statements of fact presented at this 
conference, nor does the association endorse any exhibitor, product or service. 
 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

  



Upcoming Events 
 

Joliet Area AEYC Recognition Night 
 

Thursday, April 7, 2011, 6:30-8:30PM at Cemeno’s in Joliet 

Complimentary for members & honorees; otherwise $10/person. 

Call Jennifer (815)545-9750 for more information. 

 

 
Caravan to Creativity 
 

Saturday, April 30, 2011, 8:30AM-12:30PM 
 

The Caravan is meeting to carpool at 8:10AM in the Joliet Park District parking 

lot off of Jefferson Street in Joliet.  Don’t be late! 
 

FREE for JAAEYC & WCCA Members;  

otherwise $10/person          4 hours in-service. 

A field trip for all early childhood professionals! 
 

 
“Exploring!  Investigating!  CONNECTING WITH NATURE!  Math & Science and the 

Young Child” 

     with Marilyn Brink 
 

Thursday, September 1, 2011, 6:30-9:00PM 

 – Membership Meeting 6:30-7:00PM &  

    Workshop 7:00-9:00PM 
 

Cost: FREE!         2 hours in-service. 
 

Location: Child Care Resource & Referral              Co-Sponsored by: 

801 N. Larkin Avenue, Suite 202, Joliet 

 

 

 

“The Discovery Approach to Early Childhood Science Education” 

     with Dr. Robert Rockwell 
 

Saturday, September 17, 2011, 8:00AM-3:00PM 

 – Workshop & Networking Lunch 
 

Cost: $20 for JAAEYC & WCCA Members;  

otherwise $35/person          7 hours in-service. 
 

Location: Joliet Park District, Conference Room A 

3000 W. Jefferson Street, Joliet 
 

Co-Sponsored by: 

 

 
 

 
Will County  

Childcare Association 

Co-Sponsored by: 
 

 
Will County  

Childcare Association 



Congratulations! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAFCC Accredited Providers 

Doris Adams 
 

Maria Brown-Cook 
 

Helen Gray 
 

Kathleen Kouba 
 

Kera Lewis 
 

Nancy Malmfeldt 
 

Diane Morrow 

 

 

 

QRS LICENSED HOME PROVIDERS 
 

Maria D. Brown & Jason H. Cook  ÚÚÚ 
 

Helen J. Grey  ÚÚÚ 
 

Kera N. Lewis  ÚÚÚ 
 

Darlene A. Huston  ÚÚ 
 

Yvonne S. Williams  Ú 

 

 

  

 

 

Bethlehem Head Start 

 

 

QRS LICESNED CENTERS 
 

Kindercare Learning Center #924  ÚÚÚ 
 

KLC DBA Kindercare Learning Center  ÚÚÚ 
 

Rogy’s Learning Place #3  ÚÚÚ 
 

Crossroads Childcare Center  ÚÚ 
 

Kindercare Learning Ctr  ÚÚ 
 

Kindercare Learning Center #379  ÚÚ 
 

Kindercare Learning Centers  ÚÚ 
 

Kindercare Learning Center-Naperville  ÚÚ 
 

Kindercare Learning Center-Plainfield  ÚÚ 
 

La Petite Academt  ÚÚ 
 

Step By Step Child Care Center, Inc.  ÚÚ 
 

Step By Step Child Care Center/Morris  ÚÚ 
 

TLC Learning Center  ÚÚ 
 

KinderCare Learning Center  Ú 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



HOW TO WIN DOOR PRIZES 
 

 PUT YOUR NAME ON THE MATCHING HALF OF THE TICKETS. 

 

 DEPOSIT TICKETS IN THE DECORATED BAGS ON THE EXHIBITOR TABLES.  YOU MAY 

DEPOSIT ONE OR MORE TICKETS WITH ANY VENDOR (YOU DECIDE, YOU HAVE FIVE 

TICKETS).  REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR TICKETS!  RAFFLE TICKETS WILL NOT BE 

REPLACED. 

 

 WINNING TICKETS WILL BE DRAWN FROM THE BAGS AT THE END OF THE CONFERENCE. 

 

 

 WINNER’S NAMES WILL BE POSTED IN THE LOBBY OF THE THEATRE DURING THE 

AFTERNOON KEYNOTE PRESENTATION.  BEFORE YOU LEAVE, LOOK AND SEE IF YOU 

HAVE WON A PRIZE!   

WINNERS MUST BE PRESENT WITH TICKET TO WIN. 

 
Door prize winners will be posted at the end of the conference outside the theatre!  You might 

be a winner – don’t forget to look for your name! 
 

Certificates will be handed out after the morning keynote.  The amount of in-service hours 

received is based upon the breakouts and keynote presentations attended.  Collect stickers from 

each workshop you attend and place them on your certificate to get maximum hours.  

Remember to hand in your evaluation before leaving the conference. 
 

Thank you for participating today!   

We look forward to seeing you next year! 
 

~JAAEYC Conference Committee 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 
  

For more information on 

WƻƭƛŜǘ !ǊŜŀ !9¸/Ωǎ 

Upcoming Events, go 

online to 

www.JAAEYC.org/events 



Sponsor & Exhibitor Directory 
JOLIET JUNIOR COLLEGE  

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
1215 HOUBOLT ROAD, JOLIET 

815-280-2280 ▪ DNOWDOMS@JJC.EDU 

JOLIET JUNIOR COLLEGE CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

CAREER PRGM – A GATEWAYS ENTITLED PRGM 

1215 HOUBOLT RD, JOLIET 
PROFESSOR BARBARA BILES, PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

815-280-2433 ▪ BBILES@JJC.EDU 

COOKIE LEE JEWELERY & MICHE BAGS 

KERRI NOLAN 

4414 S. LOWE AVENUE, CHICAGO 

773-268-4375 

GKN1978@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

BRIAN FELTES & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

DON SINNOTT 

1020 CEDAR AVE., STE. 209, ST CHARLES 

630-777-6682 (P) ▪ 630-762-1311 (F) 

WWW.FELTESINSURANCE.COM 

JOLIET POTTERY LOUNGE 

1147 ESSINGTON RD., JOLIET 

815-730-3925 

WWW.JOLIETPOTTERYLOUNGE.COM 

LAKESHORE LEARNING STORE 

15780 S. LAGRANGE RD., ORLAND PARK 

708-403-6300 (P) ▪ 708-403-6889 (F) 

WWW.LAKESHORELEARNING.COM 

CHILD CARE RESOURCE & REFERRAL 

801 N. LARKIN AVE., STE. 202, JOLIET 

815-741-1163 

WWW.CHILDCAREHELP.COM 

DISCOUNT SCHOOL SUPPLY 

NANCY MAYCROFT 

8519 VOCE CT., CARY, IL 

847-989-5659 (P) ▪ 831-641-3070 (F) 
WWW.DISCOUNTSCHOOLSUPPLY.COM 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES  

DIOCESE OF JOLIET: HEADSTART 

MARY ANN PINKNEY 

MPINKNEY@CC_DOJ.ORG 

S.P.R.I.T.E. CLUB 

STUDENT PARENTS RESOLVING ISSUES AND 

TRANSCENDING IN EDUCATION 
WWW.JJC.EDU/STUDENT-LIFE/CLUBS-ORGS/SPRITE  

 WILL COUNTY CHILDCARE ASSOCIATION 

DIANE MORROW 

1023 SURREY COURT, JOLIET 

815-729-3735 

WWW.WILLCOUNTYCHILDCARE.ORG 

AMERICAN BUTTERFLIES TOYS 

DARLENE HUSTON 

LOCKPORT 

815-210-0274 (P) 

DISCOVERYTOYSLINK.COM/AMERICANBUTTERFLIES 

C&C REPLAY 

27 W. 173 GALUSHA, WARRENVILLE 

630-217-2675 (P) ▪ 630-393-0102 (F) 

CHARLIE@CCREPLAY.COM ▪ WWW.CCREPLAY.COM 

HEALTHY CHILD CARE ILLINOIS 

GREG KRANTZ 

801 N. LARKIN AVE., STE. 202, JOLIET 

815-741-1163 EXT 229 (P) ▪ 815-744-2972 

WWW.CHILDCAREHELP.COM   

CHIRO ONE WELLNESS CENTERS 

2625 BUTTERFIELD RD, #305N, OAKBROOK 

630-468-1824 (P) ▪ 630-468-1835 (F) 

CHIROONE.NET 

NHALTER@CHIROONE.NET 

LET’S DIG IN 

SHERRY ANN WOLFER 

952 RAVINIA DRIVE, GURNEE 

847-548-9037 

WWW.LETSDIGIN.COM 

SAVORY FOODS COOKIE DOUGH FUNDRAISERS 

CHERYL DRUSE 

800-878-2583 (P) ▪ 616-241-6332 

WWW.SAVORYFOODS.COM 

CHERYL.DRUSE@SAVORYFOODS.COM 

ARBONNE INTRNTL – INDEPENDENT CONSULTANTS 

ERIN CLOYD / RHONDA ADAMS 

1304 E. 70TH STREET, CHICAGO 

312-213-1925 (P) 

ECLOYD@PRODIGY.NET 

THE CHALKBOARD & TOY TOWN 

CINDY JACKOWIAK 

2110 PLAINFIELD RD., CREST HILL 

815-741-2023 (P) ▪ 815-741-2040 (F) 

WWW.THECHALKBOARDCATALOG.COM 

DOVE CHOCOLATE DISCOVERIES 

BETH GREENBURG 

630-771-9038 (P) ▪ 630-312-0735  

PURECOCOA@COMCAST.NET 
DOVECHOCOLATEDISCOVERIES.COM/BETHGREENBURG 

KAREN’S NATURE TALES 

KAREN RITTER 

786 POPLAR, ELMHURST 

630-941-3317 (P) ▪ 630-913-0458 (C) 

KNTKDR@YAHOO.COM 

CHILD & FAMILY CONNECTIONS 

TARA NEFF 

LICENSED PUBLIC AWARENESS COORDINATOR 

815-207-5708 

WWW.CHILDANDFAMILYCONNECTIONS.ORG 

  

http://www.feltesinsurance.com/
http://www.jaaeyc.org/
http://www.childcarehelp.com/
http://www.letsdigin.com/
http://www.thechalkboardcatalog.com/


Joliet Area AEYC Member Benefits 
V FREE Workshops 

o Receive FREE in-service trainings by attending JAAEYC membership meetings 

throughout the year. 

o Bring two non-members to meetings at NO COST 

o Raffles prizes are given away at meetings! 
 

V Legislative Updates & Newsletters 
 

V Discounted registration to most Local, State & National AEYC 

conferences 
 

V Networking with other early childhood educators & students 
o Opportunity to be an Executive Officer or on the Board of Directors 

 

V Professional Development Mini-Grants 
 

V FREE professional resource publications 
 

V Discounts on NAEYC catalog materials 
 

 
Complete the membership form on page 15 and return it to the 

JAAEYC registration desk* today, Saturday, March 12, 2011, and 

receive a $5.00 refund on your conference registration!! 
 

ɖ3ÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕɯËÌÚÒɯÐÚɯÓÖÊÈÛÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÖÜÕËɯÍÓÖÖÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁ)ɂɯ!ÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÑÜÚÛɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÛÏÌɯ

cafeteria.  Refunds will only be given to those who renew or apply for new membership. 

 
 

 

  

 

Guiding students, child 

care providers, directors, 

and teachers to new 

heights since 1977! 



Membership Application 
 

Joliet Area Association for the Education of Young Children 
 

First Name Last Name 

Street 

City State Zip 

Email 

Home Telephone Work Telephone 

 

Check one: Ã New Membership Ã Renewal (Membership #                              ) 

One subscription (included):   
Ã Young Children (6 issues) or  

Ã Teaching Young Children (5 issues plus a bonus book, Spotlight on Teaching Young Children) or   

Ã BOTH Young Children & Teaching Young Children  
     (Additional cost: $19 for one year or $57 for three years.) 
 

Affiliate Name & Number:     Joliet Area AEYC, 289 

Choose Membership: 

Ã 1 YR Comprehensive     $93.00 Ã 3 YR Comprehensive     $237.15 

Ã 1 YR Regular     $58.00 Ã 3 YR Regular     $147.90 

Ã 1 YR Student     $37.00 Ã 3 YR Student     $94.35 

Students Only: 

Student ID #: College/University Name: 

Indicate your payment option: 

Ã Check/Money Order enclosed (Checks made payable to NAEYC) 

Ã Visa     Ã Mastercard     Ã American Express     Ã Discover 

Credit Card #: 

Security Code: Expiration Date: 

Cardholder’s Name: 

Cardholder’s Signature: 
 

  



Special Thanks to the Sponsors of  
“Limit Is the Sky!” 

 

 
JJC Early Childhood Center 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                                  


